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YOUTH ENCOUNTERS FOR PEACE (YEP)

Make (at least) one friend project

Background of YEP

The first phase: The 1997 workshops

     The Youth Encounters for Peace project started in July 1997. The main idea was to bring together young people from the two main communities of Cyprus in an effort to create trust in place of suspicion, knowledge of the ‘other’ in place of ignorance, hope in place of despair. Three workshops each lasting for two days took place in the Ledra Palace hotel in July, October and December of 1997 and a total of 150 teenagers were involved. Some of the unique experiences of the participants were published in the first two issues of the bi-communal magazine Hade. 

     The name YEP was chosen by the participants themselves and the first three groups become known accordingly as YEP 1, YEP 2 and YEP 3. There were plans made for more new groups, but the ban on permissions to meet that started in December 1997 did not allow us to continue at that time.

The second phase: The 1998-2000 electronic version of the YEP project 

     Despite not being able to meet face to face many of the YEP participants continued to communicate via e-mail. This gave us the idea that new people could participate using modern technology. A ‘match making’ service was formed and a data base was created of young people who wanted to meet someone from the other side. Those interested would fill in a form and send it to us and we would then ‘match’ them with people of similar age, interests, hobbies and so on. Each ‘pair’ would then start its own electronic conversations. This electronic version of the project gave the chance to more than 300 new people to meet someone from the other side. The ‘pairs’ included Cypriots living outside Cyprus as well. Some of them have been corresponding for almost three years and some others even managed to meet by their own initiative. 

     Nevertheless, the organisers were always hoping that a new group called YEP 4 would be formed in the context of a two days workshop to continue from where we had left off after YEP 3 in December 1997…

The third phase: September 2000 till the present
    YEP 4 did eventually take place on the 2nd and 3rd of September of 2000 in a house in the buffer zone in the village of Pyla. Photos and impressions of the participants can be found at: http://www.peace-cyprus.org/Camps/yep4photos1.html .The participants of YEP 4 as well as all the other groups that followed have created their 
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own group e-mail address. They use it to continue to communicate with each other and also to co-operate with other youth groups in implementing various bi-communal projects.

     YEP 5  took place on the 7th and 8th of October of 2000. The participants were G/C teenagers from the Paphos District and T/C teenagers whose parents or grandparents came originally from Paphos. The main follow up project of YEP 5 was to arrange a reunion meeting in the Pergamos area of the older people of Paphos. This took place on the 5th of November and photos and a video can be found at: http://www.peacecyprus.org/VillagersMeeting/Paphos/ and also at http://www.peace-cyprus.org/Youth/youthmarch/ .This meeting of the co-villagers was a continuation of an ongoing project in co-operation with other bi-communal youth groups. Highlights of a bigger meeting (of about 1000 people) from mixed villages who met again after 26 years can be found at: http://www.peace-cyprus.org/VillagersMeeting/July1/  

     YEP 6 was formed on the 9th and 10th of December 2000 took despite the rising tension in the buffer zone. An important highlight of this group was its co-operation with Australian artist Dominic Ryan in setting up by the Pergamos area two giant billboards declaring that “We have all suffered enough” and “Peace on Earth”. Since that time no other event has taken place in the Pergamos park due to the escalating tension in the area. The photo of this last event in the link below is symbolic of the hope that we have never lost:

http://www.peace-cyprus.org/Youth/youthmarch/other.html 

      YEP 7 took place on the 17th and 18th of February 2001. The new element in this group was that its participants consisted of a mix of teenagers from earlier groups with new participants aged 20-30. This allowed the group to move to a higher level of discussion of many critical issues. The members of YEP 7, like other groups are maintaining contact through their group e-mail system and are making plans for future projects. At the time of writing (March 15, 2001) plans are ready for YEP 8 that will take place on the 18th and the 24th of March and we hope to set up YEP 9, YEP 10...
The organisers of the YEP project

       The first phase of the project in 1997 was a very local idea from a small group of Turkish Cypriot and Greek Cypriot educators who had been meeting bi-communally for some time. The UN supported our work in securing permissions for the meetings in the Ledra Palace Hotel. 

      Currently the YEP project remains a local idea and is run by some of the original members from both communities and by new members who have been active in bi-communal work in the past. There is no official or strict organisational structure and no hidden political agenda. The project has been completely self-financed with the organisers and the participants covering all the costs from their own pockets. As a group of independent Cypriot volunteers we believe deeply in the need for the young generation of the two communities to communicate and we try to provide the means for this to happen. Such increased communication will help develop trust between the two communities. And trust is a very real need that may act as an important catalyst to make the solution of the problem a long term reality. 
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What happens at the workshops?
      Each workshop is attended by a total 40-50 participants from both communities. It lasts for two days taken from two weekends (e.g. two consecutive Sundays). Each day starts at 9:30 am and ends at about 5:00 pm. Participants are expected to attend both days and a small sum is paid to cover lunch expenses. At present the workshops take place in a house in the village of Pyla. 

      The participants have the opportunity to meet people of their age from the other community. For many this is the first time they can have such an experience. A team of 4 to 6 Cypriot facilitators have the responsibility of designing the workshop and facilitating the discussions and various activities during the two days. Discussions may take place in small bi-communal groups of about 10 but there are also sessions when everyone is present. 

      Topics include the history and politics of the Cyprus problem and the way this is taught in both sides, the role of the media, the prospects of a solution, the problems each community is facing, daily life in each community, the role and importance of bi-communal groups and their activities, anything that the participants may feel they need to find out about the other side and so on. There are no taboo subjects and it often takes a lot of courage as we go to some very difficult places. But we have found that this young generation of Cypriots has the unique ability to hold hands together, go through the fire and manage to come out of this fire still holding hands even more tightly…

     At the end of each workshop the participants will decide whether they wish to continue meeting and communicating. So far the answer has been positive in all the workshops we have done. A group e-mail address is created which members use to exchange messages. Any follow up meetings and activities are clearly on a volunteer basis. An important aspect of the workshops is the opportunity to learn about other bi-communal groups and their activities and projects. Participants are free to choose, if they wish, which project(s) they may want to get involved in and/or which new projects they may wish to initiate themselves.

      An important consequence of each workshop is that for the participants the ‘enemy’ now has a face. I no longer speak vaguely about “the Turkish Cypriots” or about “the Greek Cypriots”.  I can now speak of my friend Mehmet or of my friend Maria. And in this deeply human process we discover that as communities we are not fighting each other. We are fighting the masks of the devil that we have painted on each other’s face…

Who can join the project?

     Any young Cypriot may join. In the electronic version we have had applicants as young as 10 and as ‘old’ as 40. This version is especially open to Cypriots living abroad. In the workshops we may have a group composed exclusively of teenagers or a combination of teenagers and some ‘older’ young Cypriots. 
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How to get involved – how will the project work
     If you are interested to join all you need to do is to fill in the form in the next page and send the relevant information to our common e-mail address: 
yepforcyprus@yahoo.com

You may also send the information by letter or fax to:

For Greek Cypriots:                                             For Turkish Cypriots:

YEP Project,                                                         YEP Project,     

P.O. Box 45089,                                                    P.O. Box 247,
Aradippou, Larnaca 7110.                                     Nicosia.

Tel: 09-498531, Fax: 04-530924                           Tel: 22-84622 or 22-83492

      In the form you can indicate which of the two versions of the YEP project you may want to participate in (you may also choose both):

1. The electronic version involves being ‘matched’ with someone from the other community and then communicating with her/him electronically. Please make sure that the form is filled very clearly, especially the part where you write your e-mail! We will be collecting forms from  both communities to set up our data base and we will do our best to make the most suitable ‘matches’. After you send us the information you will soon hear from us with details of the person(s) you will be communicating with. 

2. Choosing the workshop version means that we will keep your name on our stand-by list and notify you when the next workshop will take place. If the dates of the workshop are convenient you may join. If not then we will notify you when the next one will take place.

     If you need more forms to get your friends involved in the project just let us know. If this information comes to you in printed form you may send us an e-mail asking for this leaflet in its electronic form so that you can send it to your friends via e-mail. 

A last word…

     We hope you will join us in our effort to build bridges of peace between the young generation. You can start by extending your hand to a person in the other community. And in doing this you are joining the efforts of all those who strive to build the peace hand by hand, heart by heart, soul by soul… 
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Application form

First name: 


                      Surname:



 

Age: 
                        Male/Female 

Address: 











Telephone: 



Fax: 



Date:



E-mail: (please write very clearly) 









School, college, university or occupation: 








I wish to join the YEP project in its:               electronic version             workshop version

( circle or one or both)

I prefer to correspond with (circle one):        Female           Male             Either

How many persons would you like to correspond with? (circle one number)

1         2        3        
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Are you a member of any bi-communal group? (this information will help us to avoid ‘matching’ you with someone you may already know.
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